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The inquiry divides itself into two parts, cor-
responding to the double aspect of the subject; its-
social, and its individual aspect. "What does religion
do for society, and what for the individual? "What
amount of benefit to social interests, in the ordinary
sense of the phrase, arises from religious belief? And
what influence has it in improving and ennobling indi-
vidual human nature ?

The first question is interesting to everybody; the
latter only to the best \ but to them it is, if there be
any difference, the more important of the two. . We
shall begin with the former, as being that which best
admits of being easily brought to a precise issue.

To speak first, then, of religious belief as an instru-
ment of social good. We must commence by drawing
a distinction most commonly overlooked. It is usual
to credit religion as such with the whole of the power
inherent in any .system of moral duties inculcated by
education and enforced by opinion. Undoubtedly
mankind would be in a deplorable state if no prin-
ciples or precepts of justice, veracity, beneficence,
were taught publicly or privately, and if these virtues
were not encouraged, and the opposite vices repressed,
by the praise and blame, the favourable and unfavour-
able sentiments, of mankind. And since nearly every-
thing of this sort which does take place, takes place in
the name of religion; since almost all who are taught
any morality whatever, have it taught to them as
religion, and inculcated on them through life prin-